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85 manner he was able, the warm feelings of a grateful 5 
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Author, who is connected and intimate in the famiſy of that great man) 
is for the charitable purpoſe of raiſing a few guineas to relieve, in a 
| ſmall meaſure, the diſtreſſes of ſome hundreds” of Ameritam priſoners, 
no ſuffering confinement in the gaols of England. The profits ariſing 
from the ſale of this book will be faithfully appropriated to that pur- 
poſe; and this the Editor reſts aſſured will be a much ſtronger ineitement : 
for the benevolent and humane to become putchaker of 1 it, than any 
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jp 1 and liberal * were given for this charitable ba in 

| January 1778. — The committee appointed for. its diſtribation, to pre- 
vent an overflow of public generoſity, cloſed the ſubſcription, thinking 
"it was very, ample; and hoped that after ſome ſhort period na priſoners, 
in 086 ever to be lamented war, would en either fide remain. That 
| the progreſ "of calamity not being ſtope,. "and 
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EN tion; "and with a a degree of, 1 that places the character of che 5 
nation and of indi viduals in the moſt honorable light, by proving t that 
"heir bumanity is is not the capricious” or faſhionable exertion of the mo- 
medt, but a conſtant impulſe, and the deliberate reſult” of their reaſop.. 
This additional ſubſcription, thovgh: diſburſed with ceconomy, - is now. 

,cxpended, and the wants of theſe unhappy ſufferers nearly as extenſive 
555 ——The pains of captivity cannot be much lightened by this 

755 wall mite of aàn ohſeure individual; but ſuch munificent donations as 

Pp Haye'been- made by Engliſhmen towards. their relief, muſt ſtamp a leſſon 

on che minds of thoſe unfortunate captives, and dur American brethren 

| that they ſhoold not withdraw all national affection from a 

country, the bulk of whoſe inhabitants ave not vr wilgdtaun AY national 
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| For mortals fixes that ſublime award. . 
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1 i . - Bids the hiſtorian and the bard. FE CT OH SES: 
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Sey, where along; yon venerable wood, 5 i. 
My native ſtream * ſwells thy Potomack's . 5 
Shall · my untutor'd Muſe begin the ſong, = x OS OR 
Which future bards 1 in rapture ſhall . . 
Or there my little bark preſume. to fail, 5 53 
Fann'd by fair Liberty s inſpiring gale}. 1 5 ts ſtant = PR 
Fair Liberty, of man the nobleſt claim, - | 
Great ſource of bli fs, kind nurſe af arts. 45 
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"or bear them ſmiling to her faw'rite chief: 5 
Iluſtrious Chief: ! whom with one common voice 5 
An ks od people choſe, add Heav'n apf rov'd th > choite. 
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b with the 8 Wisdom 4 to fore, - 2 
Where ſweet Simplicity had fix d her home, Res 17 
Where wedded Love diſplay'd his mildeſt ray. 115 n 
To gild each riſing and each fetting „ 3 
And with a ſmile could ſmooth the brow. of Care, LES. 
Save when thy country's cries alarm'd thy ear, 5 3 
Great Freedom call's Thee to Ba 3 Ane: 
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Be Thou great guardian of thy country's 7” a 1 
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Rome bad her rigid Cincinnatus arm, > 5 8 
Th' iUuſtribus peaſant Win sto the feld z „ 325 . 1 5 
Soon are the haughty Volſii taught to Yield + 5 
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And ſcorn the wretch Who ſpurns his fellow-man: 
And when in eaſtern. climes, midſt lawlefs . 25 
Thy fame ſhall/fink,. and Freedom's wreatlis dec, 

Theſe infant ſtates chall catch the god-like flame, m_ 
And tyrants fill half ſadder 28 _ uch 
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He frown'd the potty monarch c of 4 Kebdel 17 5 * te "nul of 


Whilit Thee,:illaſtzjous Chief, no titles N „ 
Save friend and guardian to th 8 hy m an race. FE >, | +: 
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What the? freſh wreaths great a ring 9. 
To grace thy temples, Gates, or Arn oy” 
What tho' Herculean labours till remain, ee 163. 

And all our battles miſt be fought again ; id t ane 
a embattled field thy Genes ids bn 
Or in the fenate Wiſdom ſtill prefde s 
Sooner ſhall yon. blue-miſt-clad mountain * dresd . 
The rattling ſtortiis l 

Sooner ſhall night ws the baaries day, - 71 
Than Freedom crouel beneath Oppreſſion's . 
Calm and ſerene the views the gath'ring ſtorm, 0 K 

Sees her brave youth around thy ſtandard 1 1 
Each boſons panting for the glotious wreath, | ny 
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Let other Falmouths tell each future age, mT. ö 
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And from their aſhes this great truth ee r 
<« Deſtruction only is the tytant's am wow 
Once more, fierce Vaughan, lead h d ange band, 
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Great without rb ng 
[Rams not to conquer fellow men, but ae 
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18 r third fon of Mr. Auguſtine © 
Ng a man of Py property” and OY re. 


* 


- putation in 11 + ſtats of! b Virgin: an an * ſtor 46 this gentle 
man, abaut the period of the Revolution, ſold his property, 
near Cave, in the Eaſt b Riding of: Yorkſhire, and came-over 
to Virginia, where he purchaſed lands in King George 8 
bun ; auc it Was Here that our hero was born on the zd 
of Fray 5 in the year 1733. In this county lie has at'this _ 
time" three brothers, Samuel, John, and Charles, all gentle- 
men of confiderable landed property; and a ſiſter who is mar- 
tied to colonel Fielding Lewis. His elder brother Lawrence, 
who went out a captain of the American troops, raiſed' for the 
Carthagena expedition, married the daughter of the honour- 


able William Fairfax of Belvoir, in Virginia, by whom he 


8 


left one eres W Hing' young, and his ſecond brother 7 N 


he general ſueceeded to the family- ; 
compliment to the gallant adiniral of that 
. is called fount Vernon, and ir dafi ſituated on 
— Potomack River, a few miles below Alexandria. General 
aſhington is the eldeſt ſon 2 "Mi. een ere and, 5 


hematics, were. n chief abject * 
his tutor; he el himſelf to tha ractical er ny” en _ 
in 8 (a knowled Ige of which is effentially requiſite to men of 
propert. in this country) and was ee, e 5 
dn un Viniias an erregenden . 
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| eil of Virginia; receiving orders 

from England, in October 175 3». to repel by force, the en- 

ercachrments of. the French on the weſtern frontiers,. Along the 

| Mr. Wal ung ton, then a major in 

ant: general of their forces, 

my " Siſpatched. den gebe oral. A Digwidde, with a letter to the 

commander in chief of the Fache the Ohio, compla 1 
e de inroads ee making in direct violation : 

Treaties: S chen ſubliſting b. betwee | vo erowus; be had al 

Ainiſtructious to tfeat v zich che : fix nations and other weſtert 

| bes of Tridinns, un engage them, to continue firm. in 

the ment to Englaud. He ſet out on this perilous; em- 

Aten ants, late in Q Oer 17533 

8 his retuts with monſieur — 

meh, abe, 
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were iſſued out © by adminiſtration for the colonies to 
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en = nite in one confederacy The afſembly 4 Vie- 
giuia, took the lead, 'by. voting a _ 2; money. for the public 
ſervice, and raiſing a regiment of four hundred men for the 
protection of the frontiers o the colony. _ Major Waſhing- 
ton, then about twenty-three years, of age, Was appointed to 
ommand of this regiment, and before the end of. May, 
he 2 n 8 year, came up with. a firong party of the French 
| dians, at a place called Red. ſtone, which he elfedually 
routed, after having, taken and, killed fifty . men. ; Among the 
| were the celebrated . woods-man , monſie ieur De La 


For J and two, other officers, from whom, colonel W. ul 


ning 
ton had. undoubted intelligence, that the French force on 1 
| Ohio confilicd pf 1 upivards of one thouſand regulars, : and ſome 5 
is of Indians. Upon. this intelligence, although, his 
N Was 1 ey reduced, and. intirely eee to 
elx a ainſt the French an Indians, ye t he. pul ed 


m Bhs — poſt: —— in order to 
me ;expetted ſuecour from, New Vork 


Lal, U. force, = eines, _ | 


eleven. Fe ies _ up . 5 ä e comma; 4. th 
Sieur de Villiers. The Virginians ſuſtained the attack of | 
he enemy's whale force for N . ov i aid near two. 
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poſed the 111 dangerous method of f diledging his enemy by 
2 parley, Which ended in an honourable capitulation. It was 
: {ti pulated that Colonel "Waſting gron ſhould” march awpay 
Weith all the honours of war, and be allowed to carry off all 
his military ſtores, effects, and baggage. This capitulation 
was violated from the ungovernable diſpoſition of the ſavages, 
whom the French commander could not reſtrain from plun- 
dering the provincials on the onſet of their march, and from 
making conſiderable ſlaughter of men, cattle, and horſes. 
This breach of the capitulation was ftrongly remonſtrated 
againſt by the Britiſh ambaſſador” at the Court of Verſailles, 
and. may be Jooked upo on as the æra when the French court 
began : 55 unmaſk, and 4 6 avow” (though in à clandeſti Ie 
manner) the condugt of their governors and officers in 
America: they redoubled their activity and diligence on the | 
Okio, and in other places during the winter 1754 and the 5 
following, ſpring. Vitginia had determined to ſend our "a 
larger force ; the forts Cumberland and Loudon were built, | 
and a camp was formed at Wills Creek, from thence to annoy 
the enemy on the Olio. ln th eſe ſeveral ſervices 0 particularly 
in the Conſtrüction of the forts) (e6lonet Waſhington was 
principally employed, when he was fummoned to attend 
general Brad ck, Who vith his army arrived at Alexandria, 
in Virgima, in May 1795. The defign of ſending out that 
army, Wag db Penetrate *tHhrough the country to Fort Du 
Queſne*{now Fört Pitt) by the route ef Wills Creek; and 
as 10 perſon was better acquainted with the frontier country 


than colonel Waſhin ton, and Be one in the colony enjoyed 
D310 4 N | 8 8 Ws | S 10 
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[ . 
| fo well eſtabliſhed; a chilitarj! character, he was judged highty 
ferviceable- to general Braddock, and cheerfully: quitted his 
command 6% act as a volunteer and aid du camp under that 
unf rtunate general. The particulars of the defeat, and al- 
moſt total ruin of Braddock's army, conſiſting. of two thou- 
ſand: regular- Britiſh forces, and near eight hundred provin- 
cials, are too well known to need a repetition: it is allowed 
on all ſides, that "the haughty poſitive behaviour of the ge- 
neral; his high contempt of the Provincial officers and ſol- 
diers, and his diſdainful obſtinacy in rejecting their advice, 
were the genuine cauſes of this fatal diſaſter. With what re- 
ſolution and ſteadineſs the provincials and their -gallant « com- 
mander behaved on this trying occaſion, and in covering the 
confuſed retreat of the army *, let every Britiſh officer and 
ſoldier | confeſs, who were reſcuct} from n on that 
nee 55 100 in nas 4 conduct. 
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-b babe een Braddocka Adaliee;/ the i wy ERA 
| found it neceſſary to eſtabliſh her militia, raiſe more men, 
ſtrengthen her forts, undertake expeditions to check the in- 
roads of the enemy, &c. &e. &c. In all which important 
ſervices colonel V aſhington bore, a principal ſhare, and ac- 
quitted himſelf e utmoſt ſatisfaction of his country, by 
flip. on every occaſion, the moſt perſevering induſtry, 
_ perſonal courage, and military abilities. He was again ap- 
een to- A command of che Mirginia troops, and held i it 
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. th Ggnal credit till his reſignation in 1 759, Si * mar- 
. ried the young widow of Mr. Cuſtis, his preſent lady; with 
whom he had a fortune of twenty thouſand pounds ſterling in 
3 her own right, 'befides her dower in one of the principal 
eſtates in Virginia. From this period he became as aſſiduous 
to ſerve the ſtate as a ſenator, as he had hitherto been active to 
defend it as a ſoldier. For ſeveral years he repreſented Frederick 
ö County, and had a ſeat for Fairſax County; at the time he 
Was appoinit d by the aſſembly, in conformity with the uni- 
"= verſal will of the people; to be one of their four delegates at 
the firſt genetal congreſs. It was with no ſmall reluctance 


that he engaged again in the active: ſcenes of life; and I ſin- 


5 cerely believe that no motives but ſuch as ſpring from a moſt | 


_ difintereſted patriotiſm" could Have ever prevailed upon him to 
relinquiſh the moſt refined domeſtic pleaſures, which it was 
ever in his power to command, and the great delight he took 
in farming and the improvement of his eſtate. You well 
| know: that generab Wafhington is, perhaps, the greateſt land- 
_ holder in America (the proprietors of Pennſylvania, Maryland, 
and the Northern Neck excepted); for beſides his lady's fortune, 
aud ten thouſand pounds falling to him by the death of her 
only daughter, he has large tracts of land taken up by himſelf 
cearly in life, ſome conſiderable D. made from officers 
ho had lands allotted them for their ſervices; and has, 
Worevvar, made _ additions to hie ar, at t Mount Ver- 


3 es Waage Fl their a (NY rent or income, e ee are 


univerſally 1 tilled by . and in the hands of land- 
holders. 


b 4 21 1 1 
i Holders There are many eſtates in hay middle colonies, which 


never produced a clear income to their owners. of five hundred 


— that may be caſily ſold for forty thouſand pounds. 
Seneral Waſhington's, however, will not be over; rated, if ſet 
N down at a good four thouſand pounds Engliſh per annum, and 
© his whole nana not be WON + for SON To Fr 
1 WOO" F ul 
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od When i it was n at ee in e 2 every Y 


i Rep towards an accommodation had failed, and every petition 


om America had been ſcornfully rejected, to repel by force the 


invaſion from Great Britain, the eyes of the whole Continent 
were immediately turned upon Mr. Waſhington. With one 
: common voice he was called forth to the defence. of his 
country: and it is, perhaps, his peculiar glory, that there 
was not a fingle inhabitant of theſe Nates, except himſelf, 
who did not approve the choice, and place the firmeſt con- 
fidence in his integrity and abilities . He arrived at Cam- 


bridge in New England, in July oat: and there took the 


ſupreme command of the armies of America. He was re- 
cCeived at the camp with that heart- felt exultation which ſu- 


perior merit can alone inſpire, after having in his progreſs 
through the ſeveral ſtates received every mark of affection 


and eſteem, which they conceived were due to the man, 
whom the ne continent looked ww to for pry and 


freedom . 2 


* ED rings 3 thats even in England: not one refleftion was erer r caſt, 


or the leaſt dilreſpectful word uttered 14385 him. 
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Lk for his -public ſervices, no ſalary bes hvac iamexed hy 
Congreſs to his important command, and he only draws 
weekly for the expences of his public table and otherneceſ- 
Ary: demands. General Waſhington having never FRE in 
Europe, could not poſſibly have ſeen much military ſervice 
when the armies of Britain were ſent to * us; yet ſtill, 
for a variety of reaſons, he was by much the moſt proper 
man on this continent, and probably any where elſe, to be 
placed at the head of an American army. The very high 
eſtimation he ſtood in for integrity and honour, his engaging 
in the cauſe of his country from ſentiment yi conviction of 
her wrongs, his moderation in politics, his extenſive property, 
aud his approved abilities as a commander, were motives 


-which-neceflarily obliged the choice of America to fall upon 
him. That nature has given him extraordinary militar 
talents will hardly be controverted by his moſt bitter ene- 
mies; and having been early actuated with a warm paſſion 
to ſerve his country in the military line, he has greatly im- 
proved them by unwearied induſtry, and a cloſe application 

to the beſt writers upon tactics, and by a more than common 
method and exactneſs: and, in reality, when it comes to be 

conſidered that at firſt: he only headed a body of men intirely 
unacquainted with military diſcipline or operations, ſome- 
[what ungovernable in temper, and who at beſt could only be 
ſtiled an alert and good militia, acting under very ſhort en- 
liſtments, uncloathed, unaccoutred, and at all times very il} 
ſupplied with ammunition and artillery ; and that with ſuch an 
| ay 1 withſtood the ravages and progreſs of near forty 


thouſand 


t. . 1 


5 WOW EY a mega plentifully provided with every ne- 
ceſſary article „ comma 


and ſupported by a very 


owerful navy, which effectually 


prevented all movements by water; when, I ſay, all this 


comes to be impartially conſidered, I think I may venture 50. 
Pronounce, that general Waſhington will be regarded by man- 
Eind as one of the greateſt military ornaments of the preſent 
ay and that * name will command the veneration of- che 


> 
f Mg 4 
Y ae + b * 7 ; , 1 7 » . 8 A . - . we £ 
. al It) "3 hb ; 7 5 : Ge. - 36.38 E > : 1 "Et 47+ 7 „ 
. 14 i fs * f þ . " : 1 { * 3 3 . 
« { 
«* * * . 7 N 
N : 


74 


12 


ok 3 not mention to you e ad of this excellent 


man, were I not convinced that it bears great analogy to the 


| qualifications of his mind. General Waſhington is is now in 
the forty-ſeventh year of his age; he is a tall well-made. 
man, rather large boned, and has a tolerably genteel addreſs 


His features are manly and bold, his eyes of a blueiſh caſt» 


and very Tively; his hair a deep brown, his face rather long 
and marked with the ſmall pox ; his complexion ſun-burnt 
and without much colour, and his countenance ſenſible; com- 
poſed, and thoughtful; there is a remarkable air of dignity 
about him, with a ſtriking degree of gracefulneſs: : he has an 
| excellent underſtanding. without much quickneſs ; is ſtrictly 
Juſt, vigilant, and generous; an affectionate huſband, 4 faith- 
ful friend, a father to the deſerving ſoldier; gentle in his 
manners, in temper rather reſerved; a total ſtranger to reli- 
gious prejudices, which have ſo often excited Chriſtians of 
one denomination to cut the throats of thoſe of another; in 
his morals irreproachable; he was never known to exceed 
the bounds of the moſt rigid A in a word, all his 


friends 


by the braveſt officers in Europe, ; 
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friends and acquaintance univerſally allow; that no man ever 
united in his own perſon a more perfect alliance of the vir- 
tues of a philoſopher with the talents of a general, Candour, 
ſincerity, affability, and ſimplicity, ſeem to be the ſtriking: 
features of his character, till an occaſion offers of diſplaying» 
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| Such- my 1 Alena, is the man, to e 3 

has intruſted her important cauſe. Hitherto ſhe has had every 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with her choice; and moſt ungrateful 
would ſhe be to the great Diſpoſer of human events, were 
ſhe not to render him unremitting thanks for having pro- 
vided her with ſüch a citizen at ſuch a criſis. Moſt nations 
have been favoured with ſome patriotic deliverer: the If 
raclites had their Moſes ; Rome had her Camillus ; Greece. 
Her Leonidas; Sweden her Guſtavus ; and England her 
Hambdens, her Ruſſels, and her Sydneys: but. theſe illuſ- 
trious heroes, though ſucceſsful i in preſerving and defending, 
did not, like Waſhington, form or eſtabliſh empires, which 
will be the refuge or aſylum of Liberty baniſhed from 
Europe by: luxury and corruption. Muſt not, therefore, 
your heart beat with conſcious pride at the proſpect of your 
friend's being ranked among (if not above) thoſe illuſtrious 
patriots ?' at the enchanting thought, that He, whom you 
know and love, ſhall be acknowledged by. preſent and future 
generations as their great deliverer, and the chief inſtrument. 
in the hands of the Almighty for laying the foundation of 
that freedom and happineſs, which, 4 truſt, await the future 
8 of; this vaſt c continent? ä 
N 1 8. 


